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means a number of wonderful

things: refreshing rain showers, the break-

through of the sun, ice In your coffee, an
. abundance of Cadbury eggs and—perhaps
— best of all—the opportunity for a whole new
wardrobe, This season, simple silhouettes, the resurrected
dress and chic shorts are al?thr: rage, and San Francisco
fashion is no exception. Without the shiny Hollywood in-
flugnce of Los Angeles and the hard-edged style scene of
Mew York, the Bay Area is cultivating its own fashion-breaking
community rife with young female designers with a creative
addiction and an entrepreneurial itch, With earthy tones and
bright colors catching their eye rather than the muted whites and
neutrals of the runways, these wormen are taking tips frorm the main-
stream while keeping true to a style all their own, exactly what one
might expect fram San Francisco.

Susan Hengst

Shorts featune prominently in Susan Hengst's eponymous line. The cuffed, loose-fitling
Flyshorts (5114) in vitrant green can be stunninghy sexy with a pair of heels or cute casu-
ally dressed down with Nats. The playful white shired cotton Short Chaisesuit (S214)
cinchies and ties at the thigh with dainty buttons down the front. it isn't the easiest
plece to wear, but is perfect for thess with leg o spare

Tove spring collection is highly conceptual, with intricate detailing, darts and uncon-
ventional cinching, Hengst, a vintage buyer who now splits her time between Rew
Wark and San Francisco, always pulls inspiration from eras past. “This season’s line is
vary imventive, moderm but wilh a vintage edge,” says Betsy Backlund, asssstant de-
signer and manager of House of Hengst, the designer’s atelier on Valencla Street “it's
really ebegant, but not fancy,” Backlund says, referring to pleces like the butten-down
Freshdress [$180) with cap sleeves and a stand collar that can be dressed up of down
to fit yaur mood. Every plece is made from cotton, silk or a blend of the two and the
colors pop with desp reds, greens and browns mixed with whites and creams.
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Priya Saraswati and Yugala Priti

Priya Saraswrati and Yugala Pt e the duz behind Saffron Ram Threads, a line that offers professional attire beyond sensible suits and
separates. One part jet-setier, one part corporate and one part happy bour, their pieces slide easily from the meeting room to the cock.
tail bou

|n=.p|nn;i:ur ‘705 Mediteranean casmopalitans, Saffron’s spring colkection has punches of bold color and a therme of versatility like the
layati jacket (5250}, a milltary-inspined betted blazer with short cuffed sleeves and eontrast piping that can be paired with the a-line Esha
skirt (590), wide-legged leea pants ($150) of Kiran shorts ($120). Saffron's version of the ah-so-hat item is a cuffed gaucho that stops just
above the knes. Caught by the bug. this i Saffron’s first eollection to include a dress. The Aditi (%135} is an off-the-shoulder stretch satin
number with 3 flarsd skirt while the Brarati (S11) i a shim-fitting wneck that comes to the knee. Vibrant turquoise and orange pleces
liven up their line, which boasts natural accents like dyed coconut-shell buttons

Saraswati, 30, and Pritl, 33, met several years ago at A Motion Studios, a workspace for up-and-coming designers, and are preparing to
colehrate Saffrons two-year anniversary with the April opening of their new studio and showroom on vith Street in the Mission, Saffron
was one of the local fines festured at last year's San Francisen Fashion week, another example of the city's flourishing style scene, "There
are <o many talented and individual designers here. 1t nice that peopée are finally taking notice,” says Prith. “it's happening slowly,” adds
Saraswatl, "But it’s happening.”

“wie definitely try to help each other out.” Saraswati says of the burgeoning community "We're all ane big family” laughs Priti."No
“Project Bunway’ cattiness over here,” Saraswati adds.

Samavwat] "
e e Deirdre O'Bayle and Stacy Rodgers :
Yirveads studic sha-Bible is another San Francisco-based line fhat is growing to mect demand. Deirdre 08ayle and Stacy Rodgers, both 29, hawe expanded their line from
graphic-oriented Ametican Apparel printed tees to hand.cut offerings with an emphasis. on shape "W were finding that the T-shirt market was satu-
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| rated,” OBoyle says of their shift in focus, “If we
were going to continue to do this. we needed to
b rpde dymamic.”

The Bay Area natives, who've been best friends

| since they were 16, decided to combine their cre-

ative backgrounds to launch She-Bible in 2003
What started with 2 screen press in their kitchen

You may be dressed to the nines, but without these necessary accessories, you're only halfway there. Spectacular style is all in the details.
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Spring aftermoons are Dan't let spring show- Get your llmbs ready for Spring’s sense of re- Spring cleaning’s not
ripewith adventure and  ers dampen your sense vintage- inspined, wide baring with Lalicious. newal ean make even st for your closet, it
a girl must be prepared af style Stay dry with a cloth headband {524} body sugar soufflé serub  the busiest fashionista applies Lo your make-up
for anything. The Dutchy  sweetly sophisticated handmade by local im coconuk cream (5332) wistiul Take time (o hag boo After you toss
Hana Doc carry-all, Pare urmbieella (548] from  craft outfit Cookle and Coconut ofl molstunizes muse and reflect with ot the old but before
{5231-5262) made of the Abigall Morgan (1640 tthe Dude: The codorful wehile pisre cane sugar Iocal artist Sabrina Ward  you purchase Lhe new,
softest beather from Doe Undon St SF: 4i5-56T ensemble-loppers ne orystals exfoliale, leaving  Harrison's “The Trueand  peruse Paula Begoun's
(G2ga Haight 51, 5F415-  apggand weewipareum-  selling like holcakes at your skin soft, smoath the Questions™ (515.95), mialke-wp mavens hand
coH-Ho 88 and wwnad beellacom). Our favorite  Ooma (22 Grant Ave, and sweet smelling. an art-filled pournal pub-  book “Don't Go to the
dutehyenet], comes in is thee citi beaf design, but  SF; 415-627- 6963 and Aoablabde at Pure Beawdy Eshved by Chrowicle Books  Cosmetics Counber With-
e sizes ta mest all any of the simple, retro s cookisandthed (124 Fillmare 51, 5F; o0 Fourth St 415360 ot Me” (522051 a run-
wour on-the-go nesds styles will brightenyour  ude.comj A15-346-2511 and waw, 627 and wwanchronicle-  down of virtually every
day and your outfit laliclos coim) books corm) meant Lo produect o the market

inspire and encourage.

from mascaras to mods-
turizers, avadable at

Coy's Books (2 Stockion
Sb. SF 4 T73-0d44 and
woesnicodys books com
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has becorme a full-fedged business warsanting C ! o) an. Witk
a recent mowe into thedir Mission studio space thae hoof talent and <tyle
thiat’s lined with rolls of fabric and centered o P
around a huge cutting table. . & J i
Their spring collection is marked by comify, i
' wearable cothon blends in simple, yet flattering ]
styles with a playful nautical theme that runs L
* throughout. The must-have Bon Voyage dress
(5115} comees: in 3 bold turquolse with yellow ac-
cent or vibrant red with a pink accent. A cinched
weaist, spaghetti straps and a flirty fit make it the
perfect plece for the back deck at a weekend bar. = B |
becue Staying true to their ioots, it comes with |
a matching screen-printed scarf, For a look that's Saffron Rare She-Rible |
a litthe rack 'n’ rall, go for the minl-black dress Threads
[5r06) with its fitted waist, cowled neckline and i Candystors
shoirt e @nd pair it wnth grc:lrlrgsl ngs (542) Mdoaln 853 164h 5t
screen-printed with !inyh!m’_k airplanes, "We pu!l 18C0 Halght 51, Siﬂ:ﬂﬂ:‘lsm |
really long days. 5o that's the firet thing on our $15-47-8836 #15-863-8143 |
mind:is this going ta last? is this geing to wash Pisie |
welli” O'Bayte says of their inspiration."We also Mingle 1q00 Grant dye, {
Iike to hawe things that you can eat inl” laughs 181y Limien S5 A15-392-90G0
Rogers, noting the stretchy fabrics and high 415-674-88n
. 1 waistlines of most of their pleces. i Picnic
Ooma 1B0# Palk 58
ey oy Kate Logan 415-346-6556 >
mﬂiﬁ": of “This season marks the comeback of the dress,” says 1422 Grant Ave.
i ks Kate Logan, owner of North Beach boutigue Ooma, "it's a 415-627-6g69 House of
rawing tabie. little bit mase feminine, mode sexy” Logan carries a num- HEﬂﬂ)ﬂ
7 ber of local lines and says she doesn't see San Francisco RAG
designers jumping at trends or chasing flasting fashians. 541 Cctavia 5t 524 Valencla st
“We've got maone of  ‘timeles style’ type of city, and | #5-6n-Tnl 415-642-0841
think the designers reflect that philesaphy” Iogan says



